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Your storm water management system is designed to reduce the impacts of pollutants 
and increased storm water on local streams caused by development.  They are an 
essential part of the City of Solonôs efforts to regulate the flow of storm water and im-
prove the quality of our streams, rivers and lakes; however storm water management 
systems will fail prematurely if not properly maintained.  Once a system fails, it will no 
longer perform its intended function and it is often very expensive to restore to itôs 
constructed condition. 
 
¶ What is a storm water management system and why are they important? 
 
¶ Do you have a storm water management system on your property? 
 
¶ Are there different types of systems? 
 
¶ Are you responsible for your storm water management system? 
 
¶ Maintenance?  Why is it necessary? 
 
¶ What maintenance tasks  should be considered? 
 
Whether you are an individual property owner, a homeownerôs association repre-
sentative, or a residential/commercial property manager, this Guidebook will answer 
all of these questions and provide you with step-by-step instructions for maintenance 
activities.  Routine maintenance will prolong the life of your storm water management 
system, improve its appearance, help to prevent flooding and property damage, en-
hance local streams and lakes and protect the environment.  This Guidebook is not a 
set of rules and regulations on how to design or build a storm water management sys-
tems. 

Introduction 
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When land is altered to build homes and other developments, the natural system of 
trees and plants over relatively spongy soil is replaced with harder surfaces like side-
walks, streets, decks, roofs, driveways, and even lawns over compacted soils.  As a 
result, less rainwater is soaked up and more rain water/storm water flows off the land 
at a faster rate.  This can lead to stream bank erosion within the local streams and 
possible downstream flooding.  As development occurs, storm water runoff contains 
higher levels of pollutants. 
 
The increased concentrations of pollutants in storm water/drain water are called non-
point source pollution.  These pollutants include sediment, phosphorus and nitrogen 
from fertilizers, salts, and oil and grease from roads and parking surfaces, and bacte-
ria from pet waste.  These pollutants, which are a direct result of a variety of common 
outdoor human and animal activities in the neighborhood, degrade water quality and 
limit the habitat for wildlife in the stream.  Every storm water management system lo-
cated in the City of Solon plays an important role in improving and protecting water 
quality. 
 
Your storm water management system (along with others in the area) help to slow the 
rate of runoff from the neighborhood/development and improve the quality of the 
storm water leaving the storm water management system.  They are important in pro-
tecting public and private property, public health and safety, and water quality.  The 
systems collect and trap sediment  pollutants and other debris from storm water that 
would otherwise end up clogging our rivers and streams and degrading the environ-
ment for fish, birds, and other wildlife. 
 

What is a Storm Water Management System and why are they 
important? 


